
Message from Mayor Roberts 

Haliburton Lake spring 2020 

 

I would have preferred to address you in person at your AGM next weekend, but we are 
adapting to this new and distant way of living, so a written message will have to do for now. 
Covid-19 has affected us all in one way or another. It looks like 2020 will be a very different year 
and there are still so may unknowns. There was confusion over whether you were allowed to 
come to the cottage or not and I encourage you read a message I wrote on May 7th.  It can be 
found on the Dysart website or Facebook page.  Certainly, this summer will be much quieter as 
every event in the county seems to have cancelled. There will be no festivals in the park, no 
theatre at the Northern Lights Pavilion, no summer courses at the Haliburton School of Art and 
Design, and these will affect our economy and vibrancy deeply. This reminds me of the Grinch 
Who Stole Christmas. But even though the Grinch took every bobble and trinket, package and 
ribbon, Christmas still came. Summer in Dysart will happen, albeit quite differently.  

Dysart did declare a state of emergency on March 20th, following the Provincial one on March 
17th. Our control group now meets twice weekly to deal with all operations and issues that are 
affected by Covid-19. While we have a control group for this, we still have a fully functioning 
Council and it deals with all regular operations. We held our first live streamed meeting via 
Zoom on May 5th. We had one or two minor technical glitches, but other than that the meeting 
went very well. We have decided to archive our meetings so if you want to watch some or part 
of the meeting you can find it on our website. We will investigate options to continue this even 
after we are able to meet in person again. Our next council meeting is May 26th, 9am.  

One decision made on May 5th was to follow up with the septic re-inspections in Area 1, which 
is Kennisis Lake. We will inspect the remaining 112 properties there and look at passing an 
updated by-law this fall. There are several small changes but the goal is to have a by-law that 
protects the lake health, is manageable and deliverable, and will be completed in a much 
timelier manner. Search “septic inspections” on our website and you can get more information 
there. This will not come into effect until 2021, however an inspection is good for 5 years so if 
anyone in the Haliburton Lake area wants to have one done this year to be proactive, just 
submit it to our building department and it will go in your file. This may happen if someone is 
selling, needs to immediately upgrade their system, or needs a pump out this summer.  

Speaking of websites, the one we use now was done many years ago by our own staff and it has 
served us well but it is time to refresh. A staff report will be coming to our next council meeting 
to engage a firm to do this. One feature we are wanting to include is an e-commerce function. 
An example of how this could make things more efficient is a building permit could be 
completely submitted and paid for on-line without ever entering the office. In times like these 
this makes more and more sense. There are several other things we are looking to do with the 



site, hopefully if we move forward with this, we could have something in place by the end of 
this year. Our goal is to have clear and accessible information for all our residents and visitors.  

I know the roads in your area are always a big concern. The project at Fort Irwin will soon be 
finished and anyone that has to drive up that side of the lake will be glad for that. 
Unfortunately, it was contracted late in 2019 and winter came early. It’s also been a long spring, 
so weather has not been construction friendly. Many roads in your area will be treated this 
summer with a slurry seal. I know our Dysart roads crew work hard to keep the roads plowed 
and sanded during the winter, it’s a challenging job throughout our municipality. We have a 
new software program that will help assess the condition of our roads and help determine 
when and what construction should take place. One key factor to this is accurate traffic and 
speed counts. We had contracted a company to do this but because of Covid-19 this has been 
postponed and will hopefully take place this fall. When we passed our budget, we put in an 
additional $200K for future road construction projects yet to be determined. We were hoping 
to have the information from the software and begin to allocate those funds but it is more 
likely this money will be kept in reserves for future use.  

The next few years will be a challenge for businesses, individuals, and the Municipality. The 
economic fallout of Covi-19 could be bigger and worse than we can imagine. We will be doing a 
budget review in the next couple of months to analyze revenue and expense impact, and see if 
we can defer some projects. We have a very competent treasury department and I’m sure they 
will give us a realistic report.  Council will likely have to make some tough decisions. We are in 
the process of establishing a Recovery Committee and plan to work with businesses and 
organizations in our community to get people back on their feet.  

So, come and enjoy your beautiful lake this summer, there couldn’t be a more peaceful place to 
be. Stay informed and stay in touch. I encourage you to watch our council meetings online. If 
you have any questions feel free to email or call. 

Stay safe, stay healthy. 

Sincerely, 

Andrea Roberts 

aroberts@dysartetal.ca 

705-457-6735 

 


