
HLCA Communication - February 22, 2016 
 
Dear Cottagers & Residents 
 
Just following up on our last communication January 23, 2016 this note provides you the 
current status of the land fill and road issues. 
 
Attached is a summary of the meeting which Anna Tilman, Gord Cochrane and I had with Murray 
Fearrey and Walt McKechnie this past Saturday.  As you will note from the summary, it was a 
very gratifying meeting and much was accomplished.  Basically we don't need to worry about 
West Bay Landfill being closed any time in the near future and the roads will be evaluated at 
some point; and there will be some steps taken this year regarding Haliburton Lake Road between 
East Lake Road and Percy Lake Road.   
 
We will keep you posted when there are further developments.  
 

Your HLCA Board  

  
Note, as always if you wish to not receive these emails from the HLCA please return this email with 

UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line and your email address will be removed from the mailing list 

 
 
 

  



SUMMARY OF MEETING WITH MURRAY FEARREY AND WALT MCKECHNIE 
FEBRUARY 20, 2016 

 
 Anna Tilman, President of Percy Lake Ratepayers’ Association (PLRA), Glenn Scott, President of 
Haliburton Lake Cottagers’ Association (HLCA), and Gordon Cochrane, President of Fort Irwin Residents’ 
Association (FIRA), met with Murray Fearrey and Walt McKechnie on February 20, 2016 at the Municipal 
Building to discuss issues related to the West Bay Landfill (hereafter WBL) and road conditions in the 
Haliburton Lake/Percy Lake/Ross Lake area.   
 At the outset of the meeting, Gordon Cochrane explained to both Murray and Walt why they 
weren’t invited to the meeting of January 9, 2016 at FIRA Hall at which 44 persons were in attendance.  
That meeting was intended to be an information gathering meeting which was to allow folks to express 
their opinions about various issues of concern to them.  The three of us were then directed by those in 
attendance to bring these issues to the attention of Murray, Walt and the rest of Council. 
 
ROADS:   A lengthy discussion concerning road conditions in the area ensued.  Murray acknowledged that 
the condition of Haliburton Lake Road (hereafter HLR) between East Lake Road (ELR) and Percy Lake Road 
(PLR) was bad.  He indicated that they would prefer to get it right before resurfacing it.  Glenn remarked 
that one of our biggest concerns was that we wanted to be informed and inquired how we could best be 
engaged in discussions regarding the issues of the roads.  Murray responded that our area ought to do 
what is done by representatives of other areas, i.e. Kennisis Lake.  They have a “road chairperson” who 
contacts Rob Camelon, Assistant Roads Superintendent, (Murray gave us Rob’s card so we could contact 
him) or Brian Nicholson, Roads Superintendent, and drives the roads with Rob to give feedback on what 
needs to be done and priorities in the minds of residents in the area.  It was agreed that Anna, Glenn and 
Gordon would get together to discuss identifying someone to act in that capacity.  It was also agreed that 
such a drive around would not take place until after the thaw this Spring.   Roads identified and prioritized 
in that drive around would be potentially included in the next budget year.  Unfortunately, the budget for 
the coming year will be passed in March, so none of the identified roads would be able to be included in 
this year’s budget.  However, Murray indicated that he will place into the proposed budget for March, 
2016, funding for some work to be done on HLR between ELR and PLR.  He wasn’t sure precisely what 
work should be done there, but will inquire about that.  Murray will let us know what work is proposed to 
be done to that portion of HLR.  Walt indicated that he would like to be contacted when the drive around 
is being set so that he will be able to accompany Rob and our chairperson. 
 There was also lengthy discussion concerning the $500,000 which was turned over by Greif 
Brothers to the Municipality.  Murray indicated that there is no real written agreement concerning the 
use of those funds, other than the fact that the funds are to be used for road maintenance and expansion 
of WBL.  Apparently there is some reference to that sum in the Condominium Agreement.  Murray agreed 
to have Pat Martin provide a copy of the Agreement to Gordon Cochrane.  When asked about the status 
of the $500,000, Murray indicated that some of those funds had been used to purchase property adjacent 
to the WBL for expansion purposes.  Murray will have the Treasurer of the Municipality forward the status 
of that account, with disbursements, to Gordon Cochrane, who will then share that information and the 
Condominium Agreement with Anna and Glenn.   
 Murray further indicated that the roads beyond the stop signs at the Fort Irwin Bridge (or Oblong 
Bridge as some call it) as well as the bridge are the responsibility of the Municipality.  Haliburton County 
responsibility ends at the stop signs.  Murray stated that the Fort Irwin Bridge is the next bridge scheduled 
to be rehabilitated by the Municipality.  There are 17 bridges which fall under the auspices of the 
Municipality. He estimates the cost will be $600,000.  Murray was unable to give any time table for its 
repair, since the Municipality is applying to the federal government for infrastructure funds for assistance 
in rehabilitating the bridge.   



 Murray also admonished us to be aware that just because we have a drive around and prioritize 
our road needs, we should not expect to get everything we request.  We acknowledged that we 
understood that he had the entire Municipality to take care of and that we wouldn’t get everything we 
wanted.  Murray further explained that the Municipality has not used dombine spray for years as a 
protective coating for the roads because it is hazardous to the environment.  That decision not to use 
dombine apparently impacts upon what steps will be taken by the Municipality to repair our roads. 
 
CONCLUSION REGARDING ROADS:  We will designate a road chairperson who will coordinate a drive 
around with Rob Camelon and Walt McKechnie after the Spring thaw.  We will then be in a position to 
designate our suggested priorities.  Other than HLR between ELR and PLR, resurfacing or whatever repairs 
are undertaken of the roads will not take place until placed in the budget of March, 2017.  However, there 
will be an item placed in the budget for March, 2016 regarding HLR between ELR and PLR.  Murray will e-
mail Anna, Glenn and Gordon about what repair steps will be proposed for that portion of HLR in the 
budget next month. 
 
 
LANDFILL:  Anna inquired about where the Municipality is in the process and how can we engage in the 
process concerning the landfill.  Murray indicated that the Municipality has spent $40,000 in WBL to 
alleviate the flooding which has occurred the past few years.  Also, the Municipality has bought adjacent 
property for possible expansion, funds taken from the $500,000 referenced above.  Murray and Walt 
explained that the Council was provided with options by Brian Nicholson about all landfills in the 
Municipality; 1) expand sites; 2) convert to transfer stations; or 3) keep one big landfill and close others.  
Walt assured us that there is no chance that WBL will be closed and, if closing WBL were being discussed, 
he would fight strenuously against it.  Murray stated that there is no imminent discussion about closing 
WBL.  WBL will continue as it is.  It would take at least 1 ½ to 2 years to get a permit from Ontario Ministry 
of Environment and Council will definitely talk with the players (us) before making any decision.  Murray 
feels the best option may be for WBL to become a transfer station, since we are almost there now. A 
transfer station serves to collect the recyclable material and other waste in bins which, when full, are then 
transferred to another location.  No waste or recycling is left on site.  At this time, all recycling material at 
WBL is transferred out, only the waste remains on site.   
 
CONCLUSION REGARDING WBL:  There is no discussion going on at this time about closing WBL.  It will 
continue to function as it currently does.  Further, there will be no deliberation by Council about closing 
WBL without FIRA, HLCA and PLRA being advised and approached for our input. 
 
 
Anna, Glenn and Gordon thanked Murray and Walt for giving of their time and coming in on a Saturday 
to talk with us. 


